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TO MY M OST 
HONOUVU RD FRIEND 


. William Brouncher 
Eſquire, This. 


Here I owe 4 ju 7 "as 

and would p liſh it, 

A (+4 leſſe feare the cenſure 1 
JENVIES varne-glorte, than of un- 
DNAS thankefulneſſe ; you know 
| WESPREDIRS the age is both tart and 
nimble in ** Paraphraſe on thoſe which 
| would bee Men in Prurt; 1 have found it; it; 
yet will rather haz,ard the imputation of 2 
weake man, than an ungratefull : However, 
I deſire not fa much to expoſe my labours to 


theporld, as my loyaltie, that others might } 
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| Ihe Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Hour cheriſhing of thoſe, and hom I an ever 


hee that proclatmes them, hath-1n a part re- 


take notice bow much you have beene mine in 


yours in my expreſſions of this. He that doth 
but tacitely acknowledge the bounties of 4 
noble friend, in a manner buries them, when 


uited; he hath repayed his honor, and there- 
ore him, and ſo bath ſatisfied, though not re- 
ftored, If this publike thaakefalneſſ; of mine, 
for thoſe daily favours, ſhall meet with ſs 
mercifull an interpretation of yours, I eſteem 
not any rigid one of the times; I cannot glox e 
with them, nor you, yet ſhall endeyour to bee 
reputed one of thoſe who unf ainedly honours 
and you will do, whilſt I weare the name and 
title of N. e Wn e, 
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Tour ever friend and ſervant, 


Hv M. SYDENHAM 
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JACOB andESAV. 
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He will have mercy onwhom he will have 
mercy ; and whom he will, he hardeneth. 


Ad He Text holds ſome Analogie 
| ich the Times we live in, fraught 
nn @ wich no lefſe ſubtiltie, than dan- 
eser; and as an undi ſcreeter pro- 
vidence is ſoone oreſhot in thoſe, 
ſo in this too. Wee are not here 
then to cheat our Auditory with 
a thin diſcourſe; Myſterie is our 
| d Subject, the very Battlement and Pinacle of 
| Divinitie, whick he that roo boldly climbes, falls head- 
long into errour. A taske, though perchance diſpropor- 
tionable to youthfull undertakings, and may from fuch 
challenge the cenſure of a vaine- glorious enterprile : yet 
give me leave to returne, though not ſatisfaction, anſwer. 
In ſacred Riddles what wee cannot reſolve, give us leave 
to contemplate;and what not comprehend,admire:where 
our pencill files us to limme in ſo curious a Portraiture, 
weele play Timanthes, and fhadow with a vaile;and when 


our reaſon is ence non-pluft, we are hufhr in a contented 
H wonder. 
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; Facob and Eſau, 


wonder. Where we may behold the Almightic ( in a full 


| ſhower) powring downe his bleſſings upon ſome, ſcarce 


deawing or ſprinkling them on others; ſoftning this Wax, 
and hardning that Clay, with one & the ſelfe ſame ſunne, 
(his will) and yet that will not cleuded with injuſtice. 
Here is that will not onely ſtagger, but incraunce a carnall 
apprehenſion ; Not a circumſtance which is not equally 
loaded with doubt and amazement, and whoſe diſcuſlin 
will no leſſe invite than command attention. That which 
in common paſſages of Divinitie doth but tranſport our 
thought, in theſe more myſticall will captivate: Everie 
word is knottie, and full of brambles, and requires the 
hand of an exact induſtrie. 

It behoves us then to be warie of our choyce, how ei- 
ther we traffique here with corrupt antiquity (where bur 
to taſte were to ſurfet) or with that moderne Navie of 
Expoſitors, where mixture of opinion will rather cloy 
than feed, and confound than informe our underſtanding. 
I defire not to paraphraſe on a reverend errour, nor to 
chaſtiſe there where Ibeg information, I ſhall onely re- 
queſt gray haires thus to diſpence with me, that 
where their Candle burnes dimly and uncertainly, I may 
borrow light of a more glorious flame. Not then to be- 
guile time and ſo noble an attention with quaintneſſe of 
preamble, or diviſion: The parts here are, as the perſons 
and their condition: Two, Mereie for whom he will, and 
they are ſheepe; Hardening for whom he will, and theſe 
are Goats. Let us firſt put them on the right hand, and 
we fhall finde a Venite Benedicti, Come yee bleſſed, here is 
mercie for yon; After, theſe on the left hand, and we 
ſhall meet wich an Tre maledidti, Goe yes curſed, here is 


hardening for you: Both which, when we have in a care- 


fall ſeparation orderly d iſtinguiſhed, we ſhall make here 
the will of the Almightie as free from injuſtice, as there 
his cenſare, Ne will have mercie on whom he will, &c. 
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* Facob and Eſan. 


FARES 


He will. 


| =—_ the will of God is the principall efficient cauſe 
of all choſe workes whick he doth externally from 
himſelſe, ſo that there is no ſupcriour or precedent cauſe 

moving and impelling it, ſhines to us no leſſe from the 
ercrnicic of his will, than the ormipotency ; for with that 
double attribute Iugoſtiue doth inveſt ir in his 2. booke 
contra Aanichess, cap. 2. And ſeeing there is nothing be- 
fore his will, as 2 28 being 
omniporent ; we inferre with that learned Father, that 
Neque extrs, vel witra illam canſa inquirenda; There is no 
cauſe cither withour, or beyond ir, that being the ſource 
and fountaine of all cauſes, as by a more particular ſur- 
vey of Gods workes we ſhall diſcuſſe hereafter. For il- 
luftration. In his eternall decree, why are ſome marked 
| out as inheritours of his dien? others againe expulſed, 
and baniſhed thoſe bleſſed Territories as veſſels 
of mercy, for the manifeſtation of his g ; theſe of 
furie, for the promulgation of his juſtice? Doubtleſſe the 
will, and the — of the Aw as the prima- 
7 and immediate cauſe, whereof if there be any more 
ubordinate, they have all alliance and dependancy on it, 
T 4 principali intentione primi agents ; Like inferi- 
our which have their influence and motion from 
a higher mover. I need not travaile far either for proofe 
or inftance;our Chapter is bountifull in both. What was 
the cauſe that God did chuſe Jacob and reject Eſas ? The 
mediate and ſecondary cauſe, was, becauſe he loved Ja- 
cob, and nor Eſau. But why is his love incommunica- 
ble, and as it ſeemes ina partiall reſervation, peculiar to 
that more than this? I know not a more plauſible and 

higher motive than his _ Isfiftendum ergo in — | 
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52 Facob and Ear. 
cular, en jus vult, & quem vult. Our enquirie here muſt 
be cautelous, and ſlow ot foot, leſt wee run violently in- 
to errour. Here js a cu vult onely for him that hee 
hath mercy on, and but᷑ a quem vn for him he hardens; 
* reltra quas procedere non licèt, faith Calvin. Here is the ut- 
molt Verge and Pillar where reaſon durſt to coaſt ; what 
| is beyond is either unknowne, or dangerous; how ever 
ſome vain-glorious braines (ambitious of myſterious 
and abſtruſer knowledge) have inſcribed here their Au- 
ti per tranſibunt, & aurgebitur ſcientis. But in ſo ſtickle and 
| dangerous a torrent, how are they o'rewhelmed ar laſt ? 
| and whilſt they ſo ventrouſly climbe this ſteeper turret, 
| rhrowne deſperately into hereſie? For mine owne part, 
I have ever thought curioſtie in divine affaires but a 
uaint diſtraction, rather applauding an humble (yet 
— — a proud and temerarious know- 
ledge. And had ſome of the Fathers beene ſhot - free of 
this curious inſoience, they needed not have retreated 
from former Tenents, & ſo much indeared poſtericie, no 
leſſe in the review than retraftation of laborious errors: 
Amongſt whom 8. Augeſtine (though fince' entituled | 
Malleus Hereticorum ) ſhared not a little in the 83. of his 
Queſtions, and 68. Where expounding our place of the 
Apeftle, would thus vindicate the Almightie from inju- 
ſtice ; that God foreſaw that in ſome, Qu digei ſunt ju- 
ftificatione , that in others, Quy digri ſunt obtuſione , ſo 
making Gods will to depend on a foreſeene merit. A 
1 that doth not onely repuEne the diſcipline of 
oly tory, but thwarts the maine ride and current of or- 
thodox antiquitie, as in a fuller diſcourſe we ſhall diſplay 
anon: and therefore in his 7, Booke de Predeftinatione 
Sanctorum, cap. q. he doth chaſtiſe his former tenents with 
a Deus non elegit opera, ſed fidem in præſcienti ; That God 
did not elect Jacob for foreſeene workes, but faith. But 
becauſe in faith there is as well a merit, as in workes, he 
once more rectiſies his opinion in the firſt of his Retra- 
Carions, 
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ations, and 23, where he doth peach his ſometimes ig- 
norance, and ingeniouſly declares himfelte, that — Nou- 
dum diligentins queſivit, nec invenit nyſteris, he had not 
yet throughly ſifted that of the Apoſtle, Rom. 1 1. 5. 
That there was a remnant: according to the election of grace, 
which, if it did flow from a foreſeene merit, was rather 
reſtored than given, and therefore (at laſt) he informes 
his owne judgement, and his Readers thus; Datur qui- 
dem fideli, ſed data eſt etiam prius ut e ſſet fidelis; Grace is 
given to the faithfull, but ir is firſt given that he ſhould be 
faichfull. Hence Lumbard in his 1. booke, 41. diſtincti- 
on, pathetically, Elegit ques doluit Deus gratuit a miſeri- 
cordia, non quia fidies futuri erant, fed ut e ſſent, nec quia 
erediderant, ſed ut fierent credentes, God out of the prero- 
gative of his will, and bounty of his goodneſſe, hath cho- 
ſen whom he pleaſed, not becauſe they were faithfull,bur 
becauſe they ſhould be, and not of themſelves beleeving, 
bur made ſo. And therefore, that Ut ſts fidelie, 1 Cor. 7. 
25. beares a remarkable emphaſis; I have obtained mei- 
cie that I might be faithfull, not that I was, Here the Pe- 
lagian ſtartles, and lately backt with a troope of Armini- 
ans, takes head againſt this truth, fancying and dreaming 
of certaine cauſes without God; which are not ſubſiſting 
in God himſelſe, but externally moving the will of God 
to diſpoſe and determine of ſeverall events, laying this as 
an = rw principle, Fidem eſſe conditionem in objects eli- 
gibili ante electionem; That faith and obedience ( fore- 
ſeene of God in the Elect) was the neceſſary condition 
and cauſe of their election. I intend not here a pitcht 
field againſt the upſtart Serie, for I ſhall meet him anon 
in a ſingle combat: my purpoſe now is to be but as 2 
ſcout , or ſpy, which diſcovers the weakneſſe of his adver- 
ſary, not ſtands to encounter. And indeed both the time 
and place ſuggeſt me rather to reſolve, than debate; and 
convince, than diſpute an errour. That faith then, or 
any preexiſting merit in the perſon to be elected, was 
| H 3 the 
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Synod Dort. 


and fruir, and conſequent thereof. 


effect and iſſue. And if we commerce a little with paſſa- 


rather choſe him, in purpoſing to be good, which if 


Facob and Eſan. 


the cauſe of his election, is neither warrantable by reaſon 
nor primitive Authoritie. For God could not foreſee 
in theele& any faith ar all, but that which in after times 
he was to crowne them with, and therefore not conſide- 
rable as any precedent cauſe ofelection, bur as the effect 


The primary and chicfe motive then is that <»-dxiz, 
Epbeſ. 1. 5. the good pleaſure of Gods will, which, 
prompted of ir ſelfe, without any reference to preexiſting 
taich, obedience, merit, as the qualitie, cauſe, or conditi- 
on of it, hath powred grace on this man more than that; 
Non ſolum in Chrifto , fed per Chri And therefore 
(as that late venerable Synode hath awarded it ) Nor ex 
illi conditionibus facta eff, ſed ad illar ; That election was 
not fram'd of theſe conditions, but to them, as to their 


ges of holy ſtory, we ſhall finde that our election points 
rather to the free will of God in his eteruall councell, than 
to any goodneſſe in us which God foreſaw: ſo Adi 13. 
48. where we reade of the Gentiles, that many beleeved 
becauſe they were erdained to eternall life, and ner there- 
fore ordained becauſe they formerly beleeved. And if wee 
will not ſaffer our minds to be tranſported either wick 
ſcruple or noveltie, the Text is open, Epbeſ. 1. 4. He 
bath choſen ns before the foundations of the world were laid, 
that wee might be boly, not that we were. And in this very 
Chapter, verſe 23. The veſſels of mercy are firſt ſaid to be 
prepared to mercy, then cald : and therefore Saint Auſtin 
in his 86. Tract hereupon, out of a holy indignation, 
doth check the inſolence of thoſe, Qui preſcientiam Dei 
defendunt contra gratiam Dei; Which in matters of ſalva- 
tion, obſcure and extenuate the grace of God with the 
ſoreknowledge of God: for if God did therefore chuſe 
us, becauſe he did know, and foreſee that wee would 
be good, he did not chuſe us ro make us good, bur wee 
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it did carrie any ſhew either of probabilitie, or truth, 
wee might queſtion our Apoſtle, who in his 8. here, 
and 29. no leſſe perſwades than proves, that choſe 
which God foreknew hee did predeſtinate to be cen- 
form d to the image of his ſonne, and therefore God did 


ä 


formitie in ns, but becauſe from all eterritie he did elect 
us, in time he made us confirm d to the image of his 
Sonne. Whereupon Saint Argrſftine in his booke 
contra Juliamum, 3. Chapt. thus: Nullum ekgit dignum, ſed 
eligendo effecit dignem, God in the choice of his Elect, 
found none worthy, but in the chuſing made them 
worthy. Moreover, our election, which is of grace 
( as I yonder proved) could nor ſtand if workes and 
merits went before ir. Hec quippꝰ non invenit merita, 
ſed faeit ; Grace doth not finde workes in us, but fafhi- 
ons them, according to that of the Apoſtle, 2 Theſ.2. 13. 
God bath from the beginning choſen you through ſancłiſication 
of the ſpirit, and not of work. Nay, ſome here ſo much 
abolifh and wipe off all claime of merit, that they admit 
not Chriſt as the meritorions cauſe of our election. In- 
| deed, ſay they, the Scriprure is thus farre our Schoole- 
maſter, That we are juftified by the bloud of Chrift, and 
reconcikd to God e death of his Sonne: bur where 
are we informed that wee are elected through his bloud, 
or predeftinated by his death? Indeed, in the 3: of John 
16, wee finde a—fic Deus dilexit, — God ſoloved the world 
that be gave his Senne. So that, not becauſe Chriſt died 
for us, God loved, and choſe us, but becauſe God loved 
and choſe us, therefore Chriſt died for us. For ſo Rom. 
5. 8. God ſetteth out bis love towards us, that whilſt we were 
yet ſinners, Chriſt died for ur. In matters therefore of 
election, wee acknowledge not a cauſe more claſſicke 


on whom bee will. In ſo much, that in the le of the 
houſholder, Matth. 26, I finde but a fie vob, as a ſuffici- 
ent 


not chuſe us, becauſe before cleftion there was a en- 


than the Cujus welt here ſpecified, Hee will have mercie | 


Synod Dort. 


| 
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cie, thin repinc at the laſhes of an incenſed juſtice. Equi- 
tie aud goodneſſe are children of one burden, both 


Facob and Elan. 


ent and juſt cauſe of his deſignes. I will give to this laſt as 
much as to thee ; and yet this Will ſo clothed with a di- 
vine juſtice, that God is not ſaid to will a thing to be don, 
becauſe it is good, but rather to make it good, becauſe 
God would have it to be done. For proote whereof, a 
ſweet ſinger of our Iſrael inſtances in thoſe wonderful! 
paſſages of creation, where tis fitſt ſaid that Deus creavit, 
God created all things, & the Valle bonum comes aloofe, 
he ſaw that they were all good, and the merall portends 
bur this, That every thing is therefore good, becauſe it 
was created, and not therefore created becauſe it was 
good; which dorh-wafh, and purge the will of the Al- 
mighty from any ſtaine, or tincture of injuſtice;for though 
that be the chiefe mover and director of all his projects, 
as the prime and peremprory cauſe, doing:this, becauſe 
he will, yer we finde not onely ſandlitatem in operibm, 
but juſtitiam in viis. The Lord i righteous in all bus wayes,, 
and holy in all bis works, Hereupon that great treaſurer of 
Learning and Religion, Zanchius in his 3. booke de Na- 
tara Dei, and 4. Chapter, divides: berweene che cave of 
Gods will, and the reaſen of his will: That though there 
be no ſuperiour cauſe of ir, yet there is a juſt rexſon; and 
a right end and purpoſe in ir- Hence S. Hierome, Deus ni- 
kl fecit quia vult, ſed quia eſt ratis fic fie/i , God doth no- 
thing becauſe be will, hut becauſerhere is a reaſon of ſo do- 
ing; in regard: whereof ir is not ſimply called os πν, the 
will of God, but *v/xia, the good will of God, Epbeſ.1. 
1. So that in his ſacred reſolutions and deſignements, 
though wee meet ( ſomerimes ) with paſſages, wound up 
in darkened terrour, the cauſe whereof we may admire, 
not ſcan; yet the drift and maine ends of the Almigh- 
tie have beene ſo backt with ſtrength of a juſt reaſon, 
that we may rather magnifie his goodneſſe than tax his 
power; and applaud che calmneſſe of an indulgent mer- 
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of liberrines ha ve ſtrangely baſtardized, making that the 
throne of tyranny, which is the rule ofjuſtice, yet let them 
know that of Auguſtine to his Sixtus ; In juſtums eſſe non po- 
teft, quod ond Rift To be Ged, and to be unjuſt, is co 
bee God and not God. So faite a goodneſſe was never 
capable of ſo foulea contradiction, and therefore (as the 
fame Father proſecutes) Iniquitatem danmare novit, non 
facere : God knows how to judge, not to commit a crime, 
and to diſpoſe, not mould it, and is often the father of the 

niſhmenr, not the fact. Hence tis, that the dimneſſc of 
— apprekenfion conceives that ( oſtentimes) a de- 
linqueney in Ood, which is the monſter of our own frail- 
ty ; making God not onely to foreknow, but predeſtinate 
an'evill, when the evill is both 22 — concepti- 
on ours, and if ought ſavour ofg þ ia us, Gods, not 
ours, yet ours too, as derivative from God, who is no leſſe 
the Patron of all goodneſſe, than the Creatour; and cis 
as truly impoſſible for himto commit evill, as twas truly 
miraculons to make all that hee had made good. And 
therefore Tertullian, in his firſt booke de Trinitate, makes 
it a Nen poteſt fieri, a matter beyond the liſt and reach of 
poſſibilitie, that he ſhould be Artifex mali operis, the pro- 
moter and enginer of a depraved act, who challengeth to 
himſelfe the title no leſſe of an unblemiſhed Father, than 
of a Judge. Our thoughts then ſhould not carry too lotry 
a ſaile, but cake heed how they cut the narrow ſtraights, 
and paſſages ot his will, A buſie prying into this Arke 
of ſecrets, as tis accompanied with a tall blowne inſo- 
lence, ſo with danger; Humilitie (here) is the firſt ſtaire 
to ſafetie ; and a modeſt knowledge ſtands conſtanch 
wondering, whilſt the proud apprehenſion ſtaggers, and 
tumbles too. Here's a Sea unnavigable, and a gulte fo 
ſcorning fathom, that our Apoſtle himſelfe was driven to 
his c-, O depth, and in a rapture, more of aſtoniſh- 
ment, than contemplation, he n_ it, mo pornens vd def 
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 thelawfull iſucof his will, which through fonle mourhs | 
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Auguſt. 
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it) Sacramentum, the Sacrament, and myſterie of his will, 
being ſo full of unknowne turnings, and Meanders, that 
if a naked reaſon hold the clue, wee are rather involved, 
than guided in ſo ſtrange a Labyrinth. 

To enquire thenthe cauſe of Gods will, were an Ac 
of Lunacie, not of Judgement ; for every efficient cauſe 
is greater than the effect, now there s nothing greater 
than the will of God, and therefore no cauſe thereof. For 
if there were, there ſhould ſomething præoccupate that 
will, which ro conceive were finfull, ro beleeve blaſ- 
phemous. If any then ( ſuggeſted by a vaine=glorious en- 

ſuiry) ſhould aske why God did ele&chis man, and not 
har? we have not only co reſolve, but to foreſtall ſobea- 
| ren an objection: Becauſe hee would. But why would 
God doe it? Here ha queſtion as guilty of reprooſe, as 
the author, who ſerkes a cauſe NC Eras: or with» 
out which there is no canſe found, where the apprehen- 
| fron wheeles, and reaſon runs giddy in a doubrtull gire : 
| Compeſe=t ſe ergo bumana temeritas, & id quod non eft non 


humane raſhnefſe ſhould bee huſht, and nor.ſcarch for 
that which is nor, left it finde not that which is. For as 
the ſame Father, in his 105. Epiſt. Cur illum potius, quam 
lum, liheret, aut 8 poteſt ) judiciorum 
u tam magnum m, ſed eue at præeipit um . 
Let him — Lelry the wonders ofthe Lord in this 
great deep, but let himrake heed he ſinke not; and in his 
anſwer to the ſecond queſtion of Simplician : Quare buic 
ita, e bnic non ita, homo tu quis es Jus reſpoude # Deo 7 

car iſti fic, illi aliter ? Abſit ut dicamns Fudicium luti eſe, 
| ſed fiexli, Why God doth to this man ſo, and to that 
not ſo,who dareexpoſtnlare ?and why to this man, thus, 
to that otherwiſe ? farre be it, that we ſhould chinke it in 
the judgement ofthe clay, but ofthe Potter. Downe then 
with this aſpiring though, this ambitious delire of hid- 


den 


| T& eur, veluntatic ſue myſterizums, or (as Beza * | 


| Jnerat , ne id quod e ft not iuveniat. Here a ſcrupulous and | 


[ 


— 
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den knowledge, and make not curioſitĩe the pick-lock of 
divine ſecrers; ne that ſach myſleries are doubly bar- 
red up in the coffers of the Almighry, which thou maiſt 
ſtrive ro violate, not open. And therefore if thou wilt 
needs tre ſpaſſe upondeiry, dig not in irs boſome ; a more 
humble adventure ſures better wich the condition of a 
worme, ſcarce a man, or if ſo, expoſed to frailtie. 

Tis a fic take and employment for mortalitie, to con- 
template Gods workes, not ſift his myſteries, and adwire 
his goodneſſe, not blurre his juſtice ; And it hath beene 
ever the practice of primitive diſcipline, rather to defend 
a diſparaged equitie, than to queſtion it, for ſothat reve- 
rend Father (who ever mixt his learning with a devour 
awc) in his 3. booke, cont, Juli mum, and 18. chzpter, Bo- 
nus eft Deus, juftus eft Deus, poteſt aliquor fine bonis meri- 
tis lilecare, quia bonus eft, non poteſt qumuam ſine malis 


damnare, quia” j#ftus eft, God is equally good and juſt, | 


he can fave ſome w thut reference to deſert, becanſe he 
is good, he cannot damne any man without a due deme- 
rir, becauſe hee is juſt : Nay had God delivered all man- 
kinde into the jawes of deſtruction, wee could not touch 
him with injuſtice, but rather admire ſo darke and inve- 
ſtigable an equitic, which wee may illuſtrate by worldly 
pafſages, and humane contracts. If I were bankrupr of 
inſtance, S. Auguſt ine could releeve mee. A great man 
(ſaich hee) lends two ſummes of money, to two ſeverall 
men, who can tax him of obdurateneſſe, or injuſtice, if at 
time of repayme nt he forgive this man his debt, and re- 
uire ſatisfa tion of that? for this lies not in the will and 
iſpoſall of che debtor, but ofthe creditor. Jo ſtands the 
caſe berweene frailty and omniporencie. All men (which 
through Ain become tributaries to finne and death) 
are one maſſe of corruption, ſubject to the ſtroke of di- 
vine jaſtice, which, whether it be required or given, there 
is no iniquitie in God, but of whom required, and to 
whom given, cis in ſuch debtors inſolence to judge, 
I 2 > 
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l | leſtGod returne their ſaueineſſe with. a — Nen licet mihi 
guad vol facere ? as the houſholder did the murmuring 
labourers in his vineyard. Is thine eye evill, becauſe I am 
good ? And indeed I diſplay not a kigher cauſe of electi- 
on and reprobation than divine goodneſſe, which that 
learned Schoole- man, Part. 1. que. 23. art. 5. doth not 
onely illuſtrate, but prove no leſſe hy ſimil itude than ar- 
gument, Far God (faith hee) made all things for his 
goodneſſe ſake, that in things by him made, his good- 
neſſe might appeare, but becaufe chat goodneſſe is in it 
ſelſe, one, and fimple ; and things created cannot att. ĩne 
to ſo divine a perfection, it was neceſſiry that that goed- 
neſſe ſuould be diverſly repreſented in thoſe things, and 
hence tis that to the complement and full glorie of the 
univerſe, there is in them a diverfitie of degrees requi- 
| red, of which ſome poſſeſſe a lower, and fome a higher 
roome; and that fuch a mukiformicie may bee preſerved 
in nature, God permits ſome evils to bee done, leſt much 
good fhouldbee anticipated: Doluit itaque Des in ho- 
mmibus, quantum ad aliques, ques predeftinet, ſuam repre» 
ſentare bonitatem , per madum miſericordie — ales, 
quantum. vero ad: alia, quar eprobet, ſuam oſtendi bonita» 
tem per modunt juſtitie, — ent. Godin choc hee 
elects, would ſhew his goodneſſe hy way of mercy in ſpa- 
ring theſe, in others he reprobates, — too, by 
way of juſtice in puniſhing them. And therefore our A- 
poſtle here not onely magnifies the riches of his glorie 
upon veſſels of mercy, zerſ.23. bur his long patience too, 
to veſſels of wratk, ⁊ erſ 22. So that in his houſe there are 
not enely thofe of gold and filver, but of wood and earth 
doo, and ſore to Yonour, ſame no difhonour, 2 Tim. 2. 20. Of | 
which if any mutinous or ſaucy ignorance deſires a rea- 
ſon beyond Cods will, Thave no anſwer but that of Au- 
geſtine, in his 22. Sermon, deter Apoſt. Tu ratiocinare, 
ega mixer, tu diſpuatu, ega credm e altitudinem video, ad pro- 
| | e ; Dilpuronad reaſon hee that dari, | 
while 
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while my thought and beleefe ſtand at a bay, and won- 


-| der ; I ſee there is a height, bur cannot reach it, and know 


this gulfe, not fathome it. For as in things naturall (ir 
is Aquinas ſimilitude) when all the firſt matter is uni- 
forme, why one part of it ſhould bee under the forme of 
fire, another under the forme of earth, there may be a rea- 
fon aſſigued, that there might be a diverſitie of fecies in 
things naturall: but why this part of matter ſhould bee 
rather under the forme ot — — that or ok forme of 
earth, depends on the icity o will, and 
as it —— — wil of che ArchireRt;that this tone 
ſhould be rather in this part of the wall, and that in ano- 
ther, although reaſon and art require that other ſtones 
ſhould be in one part of the Edifice, & others in another. 
Neither is there for this iniquitie in God, that hee doth 
not proportion his gifts in a ſtrict equalitie, for it were 


deſtination ſhould bee of debt, and not of grace; for in 
choſe things which are of an unreſtrained freedome, eve- 
ry man (out of the juriſdiction of his ewne will ) may 
give to whom hee will, more or leſſe, without the leaſt 
di ſparagement of juſtice : And therfore to thoſe recoiling 
Ae which mutter at a free bounty — on o- 
thers, without reference to deſert, I will uſurp that of the 
Parable, Tolle quod tuum eſt, & vade. And yet notwith- 
ſtanding though the will of God bee the independent 
prime cauſe of all things, {> that beyond ĩt there is no o- 
ther cauſe, and without ir there is no reaſon of Gods acti- 
onszyet iris not the ſole and particular cauſe, for there are 


an ifſac. As in matters of our ſalvation the will and wor- 
without him we finde a NA pote ſtis facere, Job. 15. 5. Yee 
can doe nothing; yet aſfiſted 42 will, and the power- 


I 3 operates 
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' againſt the reaſon and truth of juſtice, if the effect of Pre- 


many ſecondary concurring with the firſt, by the wedia- |. 
tion whereof, the will ef God brings his intendments to 


man ſhakes hands wich that of God, for though 


full and effectuall operations of his grace, our will co- 
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operates with God. Elſe how could David pray to him 
to be his helper, unleſſe he himſelfe did our ſome- 
thing ? or how could God command us to doe his will, 
except the will of man did worke in the performance of 
ic? Iris true (faith S. Auguſtine) we finde a Deus operatur 
enmis in enmbys, but wee no where finde a Dass credit 
omnia in m No itaque eſt credere, & welle, ih 
lines autem dare Credentibus , & volntibus facultatem ope- 
rand; ; To will, and to beleeve is ours, but to give the fa- | 
culty of operation to them that will and beleeve, is Gods. 
I hre labonred more than they all, yet not I, but the grace 
of God with mee, 1 Cor. 15. 10. Why God therefore doth 
ſave ſome men, there is more to bee alleaged than this, 


God would have them to be ſaved; for if this laurell doe 


beautiſie our triumph wee muſt encounter, hee that will 
have this Crowne muſt rug for it, and this prize, mutt 
wreſtle, Qui creavit te ſine te, non ſaludP te ſine ir. Hee 
that hath created thee without thy ſelfe, will not fave 
thee without thy ſelfe. And therefore thoſe whom God 
from all eternitie hath deſtined to ſalvation, hee hath in a 


like privilege deſtined. to the meanes : But why thoſe | 


meanes, not communicable to all, many a buſie ende- 
vour hath ſtrugled for a reaſon, not compaſt it. Out of 
more than a double Jurie of Interpreters, which I have 
(not withalicrle diſtraction) obſerved, waving here in 
doubtfull opinion, Huge de Sando Viclore gives thus 
his verdict. Gods grace is indifferently exhibired to 
all men, to the elett and reprobate, but all doe not e- 
qually lay hold on it. Some no leſſe neplect, chan re- 
pulſe Gods grace, and when ics comfortable Leames hall 
ſhine upon them, they ſhut their eies againſt it, and will 
not behold it, and God in juſtice with-drawes his grace 
from theſe men, becauſe they with-draw themſelvel from 
his grace. Eft enim in gratis quemadmodum in ſolis radio 
(faith he) There is a proportion berwixt the raics of the 
Sunne, and the eye, and betwixt the ſoule of man, = 
' t 


£ 
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the grace of God. The eie is ordained by niture to be the 
organ of che light, and yet the eye cannot ſee except the 
Sunne enlighten it; neicher can the Sunne make any 


nothing: ſo the ſoule hach a poſſibilitie to merit by her 
naturall abilities, but that poſſibilitĩe ſhall bee vaine and 
fruitleſſe, unleſſe ic be quickned by the powerfull operi- 
tion of Gods grace, which grace, if ir Bal once actuate 
it, then the ſoule ill bee able to attaine to that double 
lite of grace here, of glory herealter. Dnde totem eſt ex 
gratia, ſic tamen ut non exciudatur meritums, Whence hee 
vould have all to hang on grace, yet ſo that we exclude 
not merit. But this inference is many ſtories above my 
reach, and in the greenneſſe of my judgement, there is 
little truth in the conſequence, and palpable contradi- 
ction in the conſequent. For how can the merits of min 
challenge any thing, if all flow from the grace of God-? 
Yes (faith Ngo) even as a weak childe which cannot yet 
goe alone, ſhould be led by the Nurſe, a man cannot ſay 
that the childe goeth of himſelſe, but by the aſſiſtance ot 
the Nurſe ; and yet the Nurſe could not make the childe 
goe, unleſſe he were naturally incl inde to that motion: 
.| ſo the ſoule of man is ſaid to merit by the aid ot grace, and 


e merit muſt be aſcribed to God, becauſe the ſoule can 
doe nothing without the ſupport and grace of God 
Whence Ican gather no truth — this, chat in ſolo bomine 
ſit potentia logics ad ſalutem. That a man only may be ſaved 


ture is capable of iht everlaſting bleſſedne ſſe and beati- 
ficall viſion; and the ſoule of a beaſt is no more able to 
ſee God, than a ſenſleſſe ſtocke to behold a viſible ob- 
ject. For man onely hath a paſſive power to ſalvation, 
and man before his converſion hath a paſſive power one- 


by her owne naturall inbred abilitie, but all the glorie of | 
I 


wichout apparant contradiQion ; no unreaſonable crea- | 


thing elſe {ee but the eye in man, for it may ſhine upon |: 
our hand or foot, nevertheleſſ the hand or foot ſhall fee |. 


bh. And therefore the limilies afore propoſed, if they be | 
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referred to the ſoule before the converſion, are falſe, and 
beare no proportion, for then the ſoule is ſtarke blinde, 
and dead in treſpaſſes, and carmot looke on the grace ot- 
tered, or move one jor in the courſe of Chriſtianity : Bur 
after the converſion when God ſpeaks Ephaa to the ſoule, 
bee opened, when the underſtanding is illumiuated, and 
ſcales oferrour once dropfrom the cies, then ic may hold 
ſome correſpondencie with truth. As therefore in mat- 
ters of our converſion, ſo of election too, all hangs on 
Grace, and this-grace ina holy reſervation limited to 
a narrow Tribe, for the cujut vult here inſinuates no 
more, and Hee will have mercie on whom: hee will, ſounds in 
a direct æquivalence with this, Hee will had e mercie onely 
on ſome ; of which ſome there is a definite and ſet num- 
ber, uncapable of augmentation, or diminucion, how- 
ever thoſe new ſprung Sectaries, out of a turbulent braine 
and thirſt of cavillation, blaſpheme the eternitie of Gods 
decree, making our election mutable, incompleat, con- 
ditionate, ſubje& to change and revocation, and what 
other ſtranger birth and prodigie of opinion, which I 
conceive not without a holy impatience and indignati- 
on. And whereas our Fathets of old have maintained, 
even to the ſword and faggor, the decree of election to 
bee no leſſe eternall than irrevocable, theſe would faine | 
lull our belecfe with innovation of upſtart diſcipline, al- 
tering no leſſe the number than the condition of the e- 
lect into the ſtate of reprobate, and of the reprobate into 
the elect. And ( as the Devill did to Chriſt ) they urge 
Text and Reaſon for it. For God (ſay they) can not give 

race to whom he doth give grace, which if hee ſhould 

oe, ancle& may be damned; and hee can give grace to 
him he doth not give grace to, which if he doe, a repro- 
bate may bee ſaved, and fo a reprobate may become an e- 
let, and an elect a „Thus they ſhoot by an 
indirect aime, and faile by a wrong Compaſſe, for wee 


enquire not here of Gods power, but of his will, not 2 
ce 


. and Eſau. 


he can doe, but what he hath reſolved rodoe. Againe, it 
Gees no conſequence, God can fave or damne a man, 
therefore this man can bee ſaved we damned, Non enim 

ofſe Dei ſequitur poſſe noſtrum, Gods power ſtands not 
aded te af of 275 God would otherwiſe re- 
deeme mankinde than by the death of his Sonne. (As 
there was another meanes poſſible (faith Auſtin) but not 
more convenient.) That therefore mankinde could o- 
therwiſe be redeemed; and if God had this in his power, 
that ic ſhould be therefore in mans too? Could not God 
(if he would) have ſaved Juda ? doth it therefore fol- 


too ragged and ſtonie for a popular capacitie to digge 
thorow ; yet if wee looke backe a little into the myſte- 
ries of Gods decree, wee ſhall finde that which will no 
leſſe releeve our underſtanding, than remove our ſcruple; 
wherg things from everlaſting have ſuch adoome, which 
is not malleable either by change or revocation, For the 
Lord of hoſts hath determined, and who can diſanull it ? and 

his band is ſtretched out, and who can turne it away f Iſay 
14. 27, Seeing then that election is from eternitie, and 
that not obnoxious to mutability or corruption, we nei- 
ther curtaile the elect of their primative glorie, nor of 
the ir number. Which though they be a little flocke, (in 
reſpect of that herd and large drove of the damned) yet 
in thoſe ſacred Volumes of Gods diviner Oracles, wee 
finde them numberleſſe. So Apoc. 7. 9. Theſe things I le- 
keld, and he, a great multitude which none could number of 
all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, ſtood before 
the Throne, and before the Limke cloathed with long white 
robes , and palmes in their bands, Whence thoſe Fa- 
Qors for the Romiſh See, would hew ont a way to 
univerſal! grace; making our election general, mani- 
1 fold, indefinite, and would have Chriſts death no leſſc 
meritorins, than propiti atorie for the ſinnes of the whole 
world, A quere long ſince on foot betweene — 

K a 


low that 7udæ could bee ſaved ? No, for though this bee | 
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and Peligim, and ſince in a fiery skirmiſhi berweene the | 
Cale iniſt and the Lutheran, cur of whoſe mad and cor. 
ruption tiere hath beenelarely bred che Arminian, a dect 
as poyſonous as ſubtill, and will no lefſe allure than be- 
tray a flexible and yeelding judgement · For our owne 
laferie then, and the eaſter oppugning of fo dangerous a 
ſuggeſtion ,. ler. us examine a lictle of the extent and 
bounds of rhis grace, which Div ines cut into theſe three 
{quadrons,in Gratiam Predeſtinationis, Vocationis, & Ju ſti- 
ficationis. Gratia Predeſtinationis, is that of eternitie, the 
wombe and Nur ferie of all graces, whereby God loved | 
his ele&, oe x 05:07 aiorier. Gratia Vocations, a ſeconda- 
ry grace, by which God cals us, and by calling preſcribes | 
the meanes of our ſalvation, And this grace hath a don- | 
ble proſtect; Either to that which is externall, in libro | 
Scripture, or creature, Where God did manifeſt himſefe 
as well by what he had made, as by wkar he had written; 
er to that which is internall, of illumination, or renova- 
tion, of chat in the intellect only, which a reprobate | 
| ley claims to, ofthis in the heart, which by a holy reſer« | 
vat ion and incommunicableneſſe is peculiar ro the cle. 
Gratia Juſtification, which is not a grace inherent, but 
beſtowed, and ftands as a direct Antipode to humane 
merit... Yet not that zxe:7yea which the Schooles chriſten 
with a gratia gratis data, any gift which God our of his 
free bountie hath beſtowed upon rs beyond our deſert, 
as Prudence, Temperance, and the like ; for intheſe the 
| heathen — — ſhare, whoſe ſingular endowments have 
made poſteritie both an admirer, and a debter; but 3ueig, 
| Gratis grate facieus, a gift perfect, and ſancti ad, which 
doth ſo qualifie the receiver, that hee ĩs not onely accet 
table, but glorious in the eyes of the beſtower, as Faith, 
ope, and the third Siſter Charity, which no leſſe recon · 
cile than juſtiie us before God. | | 
We conclude then, hat the externall grace which the 
creature afforderhns, is not limitedro a private * x 
ur 
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but toall; yet we deny the power and vertue of ſalvati- 
on in it. We allow a fufficienc ie of redargution for con- 


ſhipped him not as God, and theretore are hoth deſperate 
and ĩnexcuſible. Moreover the grace which the Scrip- 
ture afforderh us, as ĩt is not uni ver ſall, io not of abſolute 
| ſufficiency for ſalvation, but onely in genere medicorens 
externerum, (as the Schooles ſpeake) becauſe it doth 
ſcribe us the meanes how wee may bee ſaved, bur ir doth 


race of 


e very man that comes into the world, wee attaine to the 
knowledge of the Scripture, yet the bare knowledge 


regeneration is not onely a ſufficĩent, but an effectuall 
grace, and as tis more powertull, ſo tis more reſtrained; 
— _ partake of this bleſſednes, whom God harh no 
lefſe enlighened, than ſanctiſied; and pointed out, than 
ſcaled, men inveſted in white robes of ſinceritie, whoſe 
delinquencies, though ſometimes ofa deepe tincture, are 
now both diſpenſ wick, and obliterated, not becauſe they 
| were not ſinfull, but becauſe, not imputed: fo involu- 

crous, and hidden are Gods — projects, that in 
thoſe he relinquiſheth, or faves, his reaſon, is his will; 
yet that as farre di ſcoaſted from — injuſtice. The 
Quare we way contemplate, not ſcan, left our miſpriſion 
grow e with our wonder. And here in a double 
ambuſh dangerouſly lurke the Romaniſt and the Armi- 


ſition: and with no leſſe violence of reaſon, than 2 
3 2 the vertue of Chriſts death for the whole 
world. 


ofa thouſand worlds; but the ground of our duell rends 
to this, whether Chriſt dying 1 to himſelie the 
un r 2 


ä 
P 


| viking the heathen, who when they knew God, wor- 


not 2 the meanes that wer are ſaved. Againe, that 
Illumination is more peculiarly confined, and it. 
y the beames of that glorious Sunne which enlightneth 


doth not ſave us, but the application. But the grace of 


nian, men equally ſwolne with rancor of malice, and po- 


las l wee combat not of the price and worth of 
Chriſts death, but acknowledge, That an able ranſome 


ſalvation 
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ſalvation of the whole world. We diſtinguiſh then in- 
ter A Chriſti, & gratiam Chriſti, The merits of Chriſt, 
and the gracious application of thoſe merits. His merits 
are able to allay the fury of his incenſed Father, and recon- 
cile unto him the very reprobates: but the application of 
thoſe merits are reſtrained to the Ele&, for hes only are 
capable of ſo greata bleſſednes. For proofe whereof we 
have net only that venerable Bench and Counſell of Fa- 
thers and Sc hool- men, but alſo a higher court of Parla- 
ment to appeale unto, the Regiſters & pen- men of ſacred | 
Chronicles, Evangeliſts, and Apoſtles, which punRually 
inſinuate Chriſts death only for his own, for his Church, 
for his brethren, for thoſe whoſe head hee was, laying | 
downe his life for ſome, and ſnedding his blood for ſome, 
for his ſheep, his little flock, his peculiar Prieſthood, his 
tabernacle, body, ſpouſe,his Canaan, — 7p falem, his 
Ambaſſadors, Saints, Angels, in a word, this Cxjus vult, 
The Ele; Tlenor beat your eares with a voluminous ci- 
tation of text and Fathers, l'le draw only one ſhaft our of 
this holy quiver, and direct ie to the Romane Adverſary, 
which if he ſhall repell or put by, I'le proclaime hereafter 
a perpetuall trace. The main and chiefe cauſe that impeld 
Chriſt to die, was his love, John 15. But Chriſt loved not 
all, but his own, Epb. 5. Therfore Chriſt died not for all, 
bur for his owne. The Jeſuit here retraicts, and we have 
none now left to encounter us bur the Arminian ; who 
(like a curning Fencer) hath many a quaint flouriſh,and 
witha falſe blow ſometimes ſtaggers, not wounds his ad- 
verfary. The part moſt indangered, is the eie of our Intel- 
left, and judgement which hee thus dazleswitha ſubtile 
nicety. That Chriſt hath obtained reconciliation for all, 
for Saul and Juda, but not as they were reprobates, but 
as they were finners ; for God (ſaith he) did equally 
intend, and defire the ſalvation of all, and the reaſon 


why they were not ſaved was their incredulity, and miſ- 
applying of this gracious reconciliation and OS 
us 

| I N08 | 
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| Facob and Eſan. 
Thus they would betray weakneſſe into the hands of er- 
rour ! and for a fairer gloſſe, and: gilding of this their 
rreachery, they diſtinguiſh— inter Impetvationem, & ap- 
plic ationem; Pretending that Chriſt did impetrate re- 
conciliation for all, but the application of that leanes 
wholly to the elect. How crazy and ill tempered this 
Pofition is; wee le declare briefly.” Firſt, wee deny chat 
Chriſt by his death harh impetrated reconciliation for 
all, for Saul or Juda: : Neither can our thought, much 
leſſe our beleeſe give way to ſo ſtrange a Paradox, That 
remiflion of finnes is obtained for thoſe whoſe ſinnes are 
not remitted, or that ſalvation was purchaſed for thoſe 
whom God from all eternitie had decreed to condemne. 
Againe, we acknowledge Chriſts death ſufficient for all, 
all beleevers, nay all, if they did beleeve. But that Saul or 
Fadas,or the refidue of that curſed Hierarchy ſhould reap 
the benefirof his Paſſion, we utterly diſclaime as etroni- 
ous and hereticall. For if Chriſt by his death hath recon- 
ciled Juda, how ist that Fudar ſuffers for his finnes ? 
for we cannot without impeachment both of his mercy, 
and juſtice roo, ſay that Chriſt ſuffered for Fade his fins, 
yet Juda is damned for thoſe finnes ; and fince Chriſt 
as hee is God; hath from everlaſting deſtined Jud to 
.damnation, how ĩsꝰt that the ſame Chriſt, as hee Is man, 


Juda, whom from eternity he had reprobated > Againe, 
if Chriſt hath obtained reconciliation for all men, then 
none ſhall bee borne without the covenant of Chriſt, ſo 
that of the Apoſtle will be falſe : Thar, By name wee are 
all borne the children of wrath, Epbeſ. 2. And can wee tru- 
ly be Riled the children of wrath, if reconciliation bee 
obtained for all men withourexception?Andifall infants 
borne without the covenant are reconciled, Cit? uon cle 
ment? crudelitate in cunis jugulavinns 7 (faith the learned 
Moulin) why doe we not ina mercifull crueltie marther 
them in their cradles ? for then their ſalvation wers ſea· 


- K ons of 


and mediator betweene God and man, ſhould reconcile | 


| e lcd, 


Idem ibidem. 
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. [flames of your threatned purgatarie prove at laſt, but the 
; | Chimera andcoinage of a phantaſticke braine ? And a 
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ed, but if ee eee eee, 
a which are the beaten roads, and highwayes to 


words, the obtaining ef reconcillation to bee applyed, 


finde it a weere curioſitie to harrow and perplex the 
braine, and torture the , fince Chriſt hath | 


nents, that no ſtrength of anſwer will ſatisfe their obje- 
&ion, nor modeſtie of language ſup e their clamour, 
but a foule mouthed Forfterus will bray out his wittie 
ſpleene with an—— Error & fa Zuinglianorum, His 
—_— as flender as they are many” ( the ve 
— 3s 2 2 giddic braine) fitter for ſilence, than 
and for 


breſted unto all? What meane then thoſe tes of 
outcaſt, curſed, dawned, and that triple at cription of 
death bell and damnation? Are they 5 of policie, or 
truth? Are they things reall, or fancied onely to bug - 
_ and awe 3 ? What would the 2 1 
? Jadge, adv — iſon, or thoſe horri 
tones of worme, fire, tg, gnaſhing ? Is. 
the Scriptare the Anvill of paiduch, or are theſe thing 
no more than fained and imat iuary ? What will choſe 


500. e — the ſbarke and legerdemaine 
Jer your priſon ten mbich nl Joer wich your hol 
Y, or your w wich your ho 
— i if the armes of mercy be 2. 
ere drinks the merits ef Chriſta r Hwa, 


n and (if there 


| defiruin. And if we Can (rk he) the nicery of thele | 


never obtained that which hee bach x not applyed, nei- 
cher hath hee applyed chat which hee kqth not obtained. 
Vet theſe men either of a head-{tr opinion, or learned | 
| madneſf, are ſo violent in the proſecution of their te- 


corne than — Wee apply 
ö ma z Is grace nniverſally bountifull, and open- 
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and the application of reconciliation obtained, weſhall | 
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growth) baffle the Almight ie at lis face. Thinkeſl thou 
that heaven was ever guiltie of ſuch treaſon againſt her 
Soveraigne ? or that ir will ever entertaine a gueſt ſo ex- 
ed to the height of diſſoluteneſſe and debauthment ? 
No, thou muſt know thut one day there will beta dread- 
full ſammons, either ar thoſe particularaccounts, atthe 
houre of death, or ar the generall audit of che laſt ceump, 
when thou ſhalt meer with a new Acheldema and vale of 
Hinnom, places no leſſe of terror than of torment, the h- 
dungeon, and the burning Tophet, where the furic 
of the great 1 in a flood of brimftone, and his 
revenge boyles in a fiery torrent, limitleſſe, and un- 
quenchable. On the other fide happily maiſtchou ſſum- 
* — thout howle, —— — woun- 
| ——— ürit; Thou u ious ornaments 
are but ſackcloth — alhes; and thy choiceſt fare bur the 
'bread of ſorrow and contrition. Know there is balme of 
Gilead for the breken-hearred finner, and oyle of com- 
fort for thoſe which mourne in Sion. how thy 
Saviour comes flying downe wich che — — his love, 
and ſweepes away thy ſinnes that they hall 
; orally thee, nor eternally condemne thee : Who 
tall wipe off all teares from your eyes, and lodge you | 
in the boſome of old Abraham, where there is bliſſe un- 
ſpeakable for ever, And thus Thave ſhewed you the hap- 
pineſſe of ſheepe under the ſtare of mercie; Time bids 
me now to reflect on the miſerie of Goats, astheyare un- 
der the condition of hardening. 


ö 


be in that Alcharon, and curſed rolle, a ſinne of afairer | 


neither tem- 


Facob and Eſau. 
Parr. II. 


He bardeneth, 


Hat? hee that is rich in goodneſſe, and his mer- 
V V cies above all his workes ? he that mournes in ſe- 
cret for our offences, and vowes that he deſireth not the 
death of a finner, will hee harden? How can this ſtand 
either with his premiſe, or — or juſtice? Gods un- 
revealed projects are full of wonder, which it our a 
henſion cannot drive to, 2 Oo- 
cults eſſe poſſiart, n juſta non poſſunt, fraught may bee 
wich 1 and FM ri «4 never with injuſtice. Ler 
us firſt then take a ſurvey of Mans heart, and ſee to what 
miſeries the hardneſſe of it hath expos d our irregular 
predeceſſors, and after trie whether we can make provi- 
dence the mother of ſo deformed an iſſue. And — a 
while let us obſerve 8. Bernard tutoring his Eugenius, Ca- 
durum, a heart, whieh the ſofter temper of Gods working 
ſpirit leaves to mollifie, and its owne corrupt affections 
begins once to mould. Like that of Nabal, to bee all | 
ſtone, becomes at laſt ſo cauterized, Ut ſemetipſum nor: 
exhorreat quid nec ſentit, that it is ſo farre from ſtarting at 
its owne uglineſſe, tkat it is nep-ſenfible of deformitie, | 
And hence T beadoret defines it to be pravam animi affe- 
diam, a corrupt and depra ved affection of the minde, 
which if man once gives way to, hee is ſo ſcreen'd both 
from Gods mercie and truth, that though it bee about 
kim, and in the maſterdome and dominion of his beſt 
ſenſe, Non cernit tamen, nec intelligit, yet his eyes are as 
blinde intelligencers to beleeve, as kis underſtanding. 
And againſt ſach, that ſweet Singer of Iael breakes out 
into his paſſionate complaint, V/que qus filii homimmu, 
uſqutque ? O ye ſonnes of men, how op dy) ye turne 


my honour into ſhame, how leng ? and that ofthe Pro- 
| | romartyr 
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tomartyr Stepber, in his Oration to the refra es. 

. ſtiffe-necked, and — x of 
heart and eares, yee doe alwayes refift the holy Ghoſt, 
And indeed ſuch hearts are but the Wardrobes and Ex- 
chequers of future miſchiefe, whoſe keyes are not in the 
cuſtodie of the Almighrie, but thine owne boſome. For 
ſo that great Doctor of the Gentiles, Secumdum impani- 
tens cor aum theſauriſas iram : According to the im- 
penitencie of thine owne heart, thou * wreth 
(to thy ſelfe ) againſt the day of wrath. How then can 


that eye which ſhould bee fixed either on the tenderneſſe 


or mercie of his Creator, glance ſo much on his inju- 
tice, as to make that the Midwife of fo foule a progenie ? 
Obduration was never the childe of goodneſſe, neither 
can a ſinne of fo baſea deſcent lay claime to omnipoten- 
cie. Ir ſtands not (I dare ſay) with Geds power, I am 
ſure, his will, to reconcile two enemies in ſuch an extre- | 
mitie of oppoſition. Doe ſweer water and puddle flow 
immediatly from one and the ſelfe-fame ſpring ? light 
and darknefle from the ſelfe-ſame Sunne ? I know there 
is a ſtiffe-neckedand blinde-fold Tribe, which Ged hath 
left, not made the ſtorie of his vengeance ; whole affe- 
ions are too dull and drouſie in his ſervice. Men creſt- 
fallen in devotion, whoſe hearts are ſo dead in their alle» 
geance to him, that they ſeeme ſpiritleſſe, having all the 
powers and faculties of their ſoule benummed, and their 
conſcience without pulſe or motion. And of cheſe the 
Prophet, Incraſſztum eſt cor populi, Their heart is as fat 


a brawne, Theſe ſticke not to belch open defiancein the |- 


face ofthe Almightie, and with thoſe mi ſcreants in Fob, 
are ready to expoſtulate with eternitie, Qui eft onnipe- 
tens ut ſerviemus ei ? Whois the Lord that wee ſerve 
bim? Such have foreheads of braſſe, which noſhame can 
bore thorow : and (as the Prophet ſpake of Juda) a face 


whoredome which refieſeth modeſtie. But Sai 
hes 10. Hemihy apon Each, hath primed thei 
me. 
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doome. Frentem cordis in inmpudentiam aperit culpa fre- 
quens, ut quo crebrius committitur, eo minus de illa com- 
mittent is auimus verecundetur : Frequencie of finning doth 
fleſh us in immodeſtie, aſſiduitie, in impudence. Offen- 
ces that are cuſtomarie are not eaſie of dimiſſion, and if 
thou once emertaine them as thy followers, they will 
quickly intrude as thy companions. Sinnes that are fed 
wich delight, with uſe, are as dangerous as thoſe of Ap- 


petite: which oftentimes prove no leſſe inſeparable, than 


hereditary; to doe well is as impoſſible to theſe, as not 
to doe ill; So can aſlidaitie make a ſinne both delighr- 
full, and naturall. Can the Æthiop change his me, and 
the Leopard bis ſpets ? then may pee alſo doe well which 
are accuſtomed to doe evill. That ſinne then is irrazable 
which is ſo ſteeled wich cuſtome, and may undergoe the 
cenſure of. that ſomerime Citie of God ; Inſanabilis eft 
dolor tuws : Thy ſinne is written with a pen of iron, and 
with a claw of a Diamond is engraven on the table of thy 
heart. How then can wee without ſacrilege, and rob- 
bing of divine honour, make God the Father of ſo foule 
and unwafhed a crime? Obduration is the ifſue of thine 
owne tranſgreſſion. Perditio tua ex te, 6 Iſrael : If de- 


ſtruction dog thee, thanke thy corrupt affections, not 


blame thy Maker, for he doth but leave thee, and they 
harden, To lay then (wich ſome depraved Berries) 
the weight and burden of our ſinnes on the ſhoulder of 
Predeſtination, and make that the wombe of thoſe foule 
enormities, may well paſſe for an inſirmitie, not for ex- 
caſe, and indeed thus to ſhuffle wich divine goodneſſe, 
is no leſſe fearfull, than blaſphemous. For, thougłk God 
from eternitie knew how to reward every man, either by 
crown, or puniſhment, —Nemiitamen att neceſſitatem aut 
doluntatem intulit delinquendi, yet he never enjoyned an 
man eicher a neceſſitie, ora will to ſinne. If any then fall 
off from goodneſſe, hes is hurried no leſſe with the vio- 


lence of his owne perſwaſion than concupiſcence; and 
| in 


_— 
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rode of divine graces, xo doubt but the finger ofthe Al- 


| ſteries, and his rea ſon and apprehenſion bee ſtrucke dead 


neſſe, his owne corrupt affections beckens him to ruine. 
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in thoſe deſperate affaires, Gods will is neither an inter- 
medler, nor compartner, Cvj us ope ſcimus wultos, ne le- 
berentur, retentot, nullor , ut laberentur, impulſas (ſaĩth 
Avguftine.) By whoſe hand of providence wee know 
many to be ſupported that they might not fall, none im- 
pelled that they ſhould. And in his anſwer to that 14. Ar- 
ticle falfly ſuppoſed to be his, Fieri non poteſt, ut per quem 
4 peccais ſurgitur, per eum ad peccata decidatur : for one 
and the ſelfe-ſame goodneſſe, to bee the life and death of 
the ſelfe-ſame ſiune, is ſo much beyond improbabilirie, 
that it is impoſſible. If any then goe onward in the true 


mighty points out his way to happineſſe ; but if he wan- 
der in — of a vicious and depraved diſſolute- 


To love then his children, and neglect his enemies, doth 


neither impaire Gods mercy, nor impeach his juſtice. But 


why God thoule love this as his childe, neglett that as his 
enemie, Nec peſſibile of — nec licitum inveſf1- 
gare, is beyond all lawfulneſſe ofe uiry, all ken of 
ap _ Let e then ſarisfic our deſire of — 
edge, Et ab illo effe, tur, & num e ſſe ab illo, rui- 
tr That his —— —— crutch on which 
wee ſo leane that wee yet ſtand ; our corrupt affecti- 
ons, the bruſed and broken reed on which, if wee doe 
leane, wee fall. If any ftagger at thoſe unfathomed my- 


at the contemplation of Gods eternall, but hidden pro- 
jects, let him ſeaſon a little his amazement with adora- 
tion, and at laſt ſolace his diſtempered thoughts with 
that of Gregorie, Qui in faclir Dei, & . In the abſtruſe 
and darker myfterics of God, he that ſees not a reaſon, if 
he ſees his owne infirmitic, he ſees a ſufficient reaſon why 
he ſhould not ſee. Methiankes this ſhould cloy the appe- 
tice of a greedy inquiſition, and fatisfic the diſtruſt of a- 


75 


ny, but of too querulous a diſpoſition, which, with the 
L 2 eye 


| both of Gods power and will, than ranſacke the bo- 
Is it not bleſſedneſſe enough that God hath made thee 


| andchaire for omniporency to ſit on? No treaſurie, but 
| that which is the Cabinet and ſtore-honuſe of his dne ſe 
| crers ? Worme, and no man, take heed how thou ſtrug- 
| leſt wich thy Maker; expoſtulation with God imports 


all doubt, where truth hathno verdict, probability findes 
audience; So in thoſe obſtruct and narrow paſſages of 
| his will, where reaſon cannot informe thee, belecte is thy 
| beſt intelligencer, and if that want a tongue, wake this 
thy interpreter ; ſo thou maiſt evade with leſſe diſtruſt, I 


a paſſive; And if there be a ſubject that muſt ſuffer, chere 


| Jacob and & ſau. 


eĩe of curioſity pryitg too nicely into the cloſet of Gods 


| ſecrers, are no leſſe dazled than blinded ; if not with 
profanation, hereſie. Divine ſecrets ſhould rathertranſ- 


— us with wonder, than prompt us to inquirie, and 
ring us on our knees to acknowledge the inſinitereſſe 


ſome of the Almightie, for the revealing of his intents. 


his Steward, though not his Secretarie ? Will no Manſi- 
on in heaven content thee, but that which is the throne 


no leſſe peremptorineſſe, than danger; and if Angels 
fell tor pride of emulation, where wilt thou tumble for 
this pride of inquirie? As in matters therefore of unuſu- 


am ſure, with more ſafetie. | 

And at laſt when thou haſt ſcand all, what either ſcru- 
ple or inquiſition can promp thee to, in a de jected hu- 
miliation, thou muſt cry out with — penitent; 
Lord I beleeve, belpe thou my unbelteft. Vea, bur how ſhall 
wee here cleare God from this aſperſion, when the A- 
poſtle is the Herauld to his guilt ? Whom he. will bee bar- 
dens : Indurat is an active, and doth alwayes preſuppoſe 


muſt be a hand too that muſtinflifes How then can wee 
quit the Almightie of the ſuſpition either of tyrannie 
or injuſtice, fince hee is ſaid to ſend on ſome the "Pirie of 
errour, 2 Theſſ 2. and that great trumpet of Gods diſplea- 


— Eſay in his 63. brings in the Jewes, no leſſe mut- 


tering 


— mn 
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| tering than expoſtulating with God, Quar errare nos ſe- | 


— 
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cifti Domine ? Bord, why haſt; that made ws ab erre from 
thy wayes,. and hardened our bearttifrom thy fene Thet 
inſtances (at the firſt ſurvey,) beare terror in their looks, 
and like fophiſticared lights in a dirke roome, make 
things ſeeme more ugly thanthey are ; and are but falſe 
bils, . againſt a ſpotleſſe innocent, which, wich- 
out ſearch, may convince of publike crime, but narrow- 
ly ſcand, abſolve him, no leſſe from the act, chan the 
thought of guilt. How God therefore in this is liable to 
cenſure and miſpriſion, and how both a beholder, and in- 
termedler of depraved actions. ; vouchſaſe met a. little 
your attentive patience, and I doubt not, but I hall in- 
forme the underſtanding of the ſhallow, and to the por- | 
tion of my weake Talent, will ſtrive to ſatishe the wave- 
ringly judiciens. Whom bee will bee hzrdens.. Some (too 
nicely tender of the honour of their Maker) baye given 
way to an interpretation more modeſt, than authenticke, 
and interpret inducar for durit iam m miſe ſt ur, ſo 
that God is not properly ſaid ro harden the heart, but 
rather to manifeſt how hard it is; And to this opinion 
Saint — — is a cloſe adherent. in his 18. Queſtion 
upon Exot. But this holds not with the purpoſe of 
God, nor with the ſcope and meaning of the Text, which 
if we compare with others of that nature, wee ſhall finde 
that Gods wil hath rather a finger in this, than his pro- 
mulgarion : for ſo in the 10. of qua we read, that *rwas 
the wil and the ſentence ofthe Almightic, that the Ca- 
naanires ſhould be hardened; that _ might deſerve no 
mercy, but periſh. Others thereare (whoſe opinions bor- 
der neerer upon trurh') which would have God to bee 
ſaid to harden—non e ffecbinè, ſed permiſſive; Not by way | 
of action, but permi 100 ; and O Damaſcen in his third 
booke de fide Ortbedox4, cap. 20. where his words run | 
thus : Opere pretim eſt agnoſcere——, Tis a matter no 
left worthy of knowledge, chan ebſcreance, that cis the | 
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cuſtome of the Scripture to call Gods permiſſion, his 
action. ' $0 wee read that God ſent his enemies the ſpi- | 
rit of ſlumber, which is not to bee aſcribed to God as an 
agent, but as a permitter. This gloſſe ſures well with the 
approbation of Saint Chryſoftome ; who ſpeaking occaſi- 
onally of that of the firſt of the Romanes, Deut tradidit 
#5—God gave them up unto vile affections, hes. there 
expounds—tradidit, by permiſit, which he thus illuſtrates 
by a fimilicude—; As the Generall of an Armie, in the 
ſweat and brunt of a bloody day, if he withdraw his per- 
ſonall dire&ions from his ſouldiers, what doth hee bur 
. them to the mercie of their enemies? not that hee 
_ led them into the jawes of danger, but becauſe they were 

not back*r by his encouragement: So God in this ſpiritu- 
all conflict, he delivers us notãnto the hands of our arch» 
enemie, he leaves us to our owne ſtrength, and our cor- 
rupt affections drag us thither with a witneſſe. And 
hence that dicotomũe of Cajetan claimes his prerogative, 
that God doth harden Negativeh, but not Paſitively, which 
diſtinction though it be ſound and Orthodox, yet it doth 
not exempt us from ſcruple, for God hath more in the 
ſtiffe · neckt and perverſe, than a naked and bare permiſſi 
on, otherwiſe we ſhould too weakly diſtance obduration 
fromalefler ſinne, for every ſinne God permits, and as 
Saint Augaſtine in his Encbir. 96. cap. Nihil fit niſi am- 
nipotens fieri velit , wel ſinendo .ut ſiat, vel ipſe fuciendo. 
There*s nothing done without the conſent and appro- 
bation of the Almightie, and that either by his perſon or 
ſubſtitute. I God rherfore be only ſaid to harden man be- 
cauſe he permits him to behardened, why ſhould he not 
be likewiſe ſaid to ſteale, becauſe he permits man to ſteal? 
No doubt therefore but God hath a greater ore in this 
fin of hardening, than in offences of a leſſer bulke. And 
therefore Saint ine in his 3. lib, cont. Fulianum, 3. 
cap, with many a ſinewed allegation proves, that God 
dork concurre to the excœcation and hardening both af 
t 
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the minde and heart. Non ſolum, . ſecundum patient iam, 


&* permiſſionem, ſed potent iam, & act inem: Not ac- 
cording to his patience and permiſſion onely, but his 
power and action: Which poſition hee thus (after) 
qualifies with a diſtinction. Obduration is not onely 
a ſume; but a puuiſhment of a ſinne. Now, that which is 


in obduration meerely of finne hath its pedegree and 


eriginall from man onely ; but that which is of puniſh- 
ment for.rhar finne, from God. And therefore Icannor 
but approve of that of Iſiodere, Qui juſti ſunt, 4 Deo non 
impe luntur, ut mali fam, ſid dum mali jam ſunt, indu- 
rantur, ut deteriores exiſftant, According to that of 
Paul, 2T heſſ.2. For this cauſe God ſhall ſend thenvſtrong 
deluſions, that they might belceve a lie, that all might be 
damned that beleeve not the truth, but have pleaſure in 
unrighteouſneſſe. I have as yet but toucht the barke 
and skinne of the controverſie, the pith and the kernell 
is yet unchewed, and that is, —Whetber God here ¶ as hee 
is ſaid to barden) bee the cauſe of our tranſgreſſions, Which 
quere admits a three-fold diſtraction, and difference of 
opinion. Two of themare extremes, and by hot oppo- 
ſition each of other, they have both loſt the truth, the 
third runnes in a midway, and ever directs to ſafetie. 
Florimi (whoſe opinion poſteritie records as the monu- 
ment of a ſeduced errour) with no leſſe peremptorineſſe 
than blaſphemie hath arraigned the Almightie, and made 
him not onely rhe permicrer, bur the Aurhor of our fins. 
The Seleuciani, after him, were poiſoned with that here- 
fie, and the Libertizes laboured in the defenſe thereof. 
Manes and his diſciples,dreampt ofa ſmmum malum, and 
upon that phantaſie grounded their affertion, that God 
the ſumneum bonum, is to be ſeene onely in our good acti- 
ons, but every depraved Act had its derivation · from 
their ſummum malum. But theſe of a more ſolid and well 
tempered judgement, whom the influence of the Spirit 
had taughta moderation, or the danger of Inquiſition, 


tor - 
bade 


" | bad carioftie,dare noe with — (here) fine 


| 1 Subſtantia, the ſubſtance, or rather the faculties ofthe 


| of that hereditarie contagion, or Actis bona, on which 


ſtill hang on the eyes of clouded errour, I thus diſpell 
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unto God, yet maintaine againſt the Afariebees, that 
God is not a bare and idle ſpectator, but 2 over, 
although no actor in tlie ſinne; Not in the ſinne, as it is 
meerely a ſinne, but in the ſinne as tis a puniſhment of 
ſinne. And therefore in every tranſgreſſion af ours, there 
are foure things remarkable, 1. Sub jecium, ſer material, 
the ſubject in which finne ſubſiſts, and that is two-fold ; 


reaſonable ſoule, in which original! ſinne is ſo rĩveted, 
that the maturall man can by no meanes purge himſelte 


all our aftuall ſinnes are —— 2 Formal, the for- 
malitie or obliquitic of the action. For every ſinne is 
arehia, the tranſgreſſion of the Law, and in the ſinner 
there's nothing bur this. 3 Reatu, The guilt of 
this enormĩtie, which makes us liable to ete death. 
4 Pens, The puniſhment inflicted upon the guilty, whe- 
ther 2 erernall, or both. Now wee may not 
charge God with the obliquitie of the action, for that 
proceeds from a — and a ſeduced will, but the 
ſubſtance of the action (as the Schoole- men ſpeake) that 

hath its originall from God. And therefore wee conſider 
ſinne, either ut makens culpe, as 'risa violation of Gods | 
law, or ut malum pœuæ, as a puniſhment laid upon us for 
the violation of that Law: So Rom. 1.25. The Gentiles tur- 
ned the truth of God inte a i, There s mau cup. And 
it follows immediatly at the 26. verſe, For this cauſe God 
gave them up into vile affections, There 's malum pene, | 
Now God is author of the ſecond, not the firſt. If mifts | 


them with that of Hugo de Sando Uilore—-Dens malis 
poteſtatem ſolam tribuit, uon voluntatem, quia licet ex ipſi- 
ws per mi ſſtone fit, quod malum poſſunt, ex inſpiratione tamen 
nom eſt quod malum uolunt. God onely gives power to the 


not will, tut although it bee by his * 
| t 


„ 


nn ————— 


* 


commonl — — — 
wee 

'of the 2 of that decree, which is either 

 entiam,, when the divine power doth worke 

with, or without the creature, or 

' when the creature bath leave tg — 

dance of chat power. Neither willie favour af 


q e &E 2 
Fran proven, 3 —_ 


| where his owne corrupter appetite, Frace Care 
1 Au fell as ſoone as the influence of Gods 


Face ceaſed, and without the of the ſame 
e wee All fill, wich no leſſe certaintic of perill, than 
erence When the Sun ſets, wee foe dark- 
follows immediatly face al the carth, and 

yet the Sunne is not the u caſe of damneſſe, bat 
the deficienr ; fo when the — een 1 Fog 

forſake us, rhe darkneſſe of errour muſt needs | 
che underſtanding, aud che will neſt miltake in her 


non conſequentie. The neceſſaie is grounded on 2 conſe- | 
\quence in Lqꝑgicke, not any influence in Nature. And 
here wee may borrow a true gloſſe ſor dia in the a. Ar, 
Iwhere it ĩs laid that Chit was deli sert into the funds 
[of the wicked, the determinate counſel and fore- 
knowledge of Go We matt not think chat God was che 
ſetter in this villanie, chat he ir d wich uu in his 


* ar wich Nil. 2 ſemence : Bat that 
0 ctuci 


— 


oe 22 artempts, and fuffered chem 
Lord of eee 
cube them in their 7 Why mend 

— — — 
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tha doe evill, yet hi that |. 
. Sas theres che Schools to 


| 
ee 
nence, if we inſert here chat diſtinction of Gods * | 


his elpeclalt aid an2d alitance from ya men is hurried 5 
not Gods 


choice andexecution, Ste muſt neceſſotate ronſequentis, . 


A. Ball anſwer „ 
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bene-fucere, quam mals nulla efſe þ mittee; To exttact 1 
— was pecuſiar only to omnipotene and 
neſſe ʒ and th leſſe ſalid chan charitable is 
f — caveat — beg eritur , unde malum 
| cfficiatur : It is ar ill curtoſitie to ſecke an efficient cauſe 
of ill. Let this then ſatisſie modeſt inquiry, that ic is with 
| che fipner avwich an untuned Iaſtrument, and the Muſi- 
| tian, the ſound is from the fin er of him that toucheth 
it, but the jarring from the * 
That our diſcourſe then with the — may draw to- 
wards a Period, wee involve and wrap up in this r di- 
| ſtinction the very juice and — e controverſie 
Sinne is conſiderable two wayes, unite commiſſioner, de. 
tore the commiſſion; Sic ſe Deus habet negative, eum re- 
Hel lu voluntatir, tum pruiuctionis. God doth neither work 
wich us; nor countenamed us in the akt of finning, | Poſt 
cemmiſſconem, after the comiſſion, fic Deus deterntinet, 
c ordinas ercam. God ſetꝭ bonds to the malice of 
Wa men, and ſo mannages the diſorder in ſinne, that 
contrary to the nature of fin, and thei intent of che ſinner, 
it ſhall redound to his glorie. 
| Wee incalcate then, chat God is not the aulbeur, but 
the orderer of finne. Hee cauſeth the wehe, not the 
| fault; the effef?, not the delinqueneie,, working by, not 
in miſchiefe. Wherein, according to the rules of Lo- 
gicke, the finell and impulſive cau yay ever ſo diſtinguiſh toe. 
attans ,- that twe- doing the ſa ſame thing te a divers latens, 
are netwith ſail not to doe the ſame. So God ave 
his Sonne, and Chriſthimſelfe, and «das Chriſt, (faith 
Auguſtine ) why is God here holy, _ man gail 2 ? 


„ 


2 


„ 


ö — in re und quam fecernnt , won eft cauſa una «<< quam 
q fecernnd,. I —— up A with chat b Wee 
Mancinum, cap, 13. Where having 


kis firſt booke 
long hovered over this queſtion, a; peceata fiant ex præ- 
deſtimatiane ? He at laſt thus reſolves i i: Potwit Dems, fi- | 


cut woluit , prade ſtinare queſdam ad gloriam , 9 


— 
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tmn, ſed ques predeftinavit ma gloriam, predeſtinavit A 
| juftitiam ; quar aufem predeftinguit 2d penam, nan prede- 
ſtinavit ad culpem. God when hee ſaves any man, doth 
inate himas well to the meanes, as te the end. 

ut in the ion of a ſinner, God deſtines the ſin- 


| | $ 
ner only to iſhment Aa hut nat determi- 
| ning hoſe inns which (all in time draw Gods nd 
| menrsdowne upon him. * 
Doe our corruptions harden then, and God pyniſh- 
eth? Take heed you Pharaohs of the world, you which 
perſecute the poore Ifraclite in his way to Cn, 
ſpurre not the goodneſſe of the Almightie to revenge, 
| or juſtice · Leſs patientia fit furor—, trample too much 
on the necke of patience, you will turne ir to fury, It is 
true, God ha fret of Lead (clemencie intermixt with |- 
ſlowneſſe of reine) but he hath hands of iron, chey will 
grinde and bruiſe into powder when they axedarcd to 
combat. ella | 
Fa venit, ſed certa venitvindias Deorym. 
:. Arqaaſtination of divige Juſtice is eyer waited qn no 
| loffewrich a certaintie of puniſhment than ruine.; What 
| ſhall wee doe then (wretched, miſerable that wee are) or 
to whom ſhall wee flie for ſuccour? The good S. Augu- 
ſtine tels us, —a Des irato, ad Deum plaritum , from 
the Tribunall of his juſtice, to his Throne of mercie and 
compaſſion, That of Anſebuur was moſt admirable, 
Ei Demine ige commiſe unde me. daymare poter, tu ta- 
| men. non amiſiſti,, unde me ſalvare potes—, O bleſſed Jeſus, 
choughT have commicted thoſe tranſgreſſions for which 
thou maiſt condemne mee, yet thou haſt nor loſt thoſe 
compaſſions hy which thou maiſt ſa ve mee, If our ſoules 
were in ſuch a ſtraight, that wee faw hell opening her 
mouth upon us, like the red ſea before the Iſtaelĩtes; the 
dainned and ugly fiends purſuing us behinde, like the 
| rage wars e right hand, and on the left; death and 
ſea ready to ingulſe ua, yer upon a broken heart, and un- 
= dilguiſed F | 
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diczuiſed forrow; would I fpeake-to you in the cond- 


| dence of Moſer, —Srexd gik, fond tilt; bebald the ſatuati- 


on of the Lord, Thon then whicharr oppreft with the vi- 
olence and clamour of thy ſinnes, and wanteſt an adve- 
care either to intercede, or pittie, heare rhe voice ofthe 
Lane, —Cry nntomee; Iwill beare thee am of my bely bill 


groanes under the yoke and tyrannite of manifold remp- 
tations ? —Come unte mee, I will refreſh ther—, Doth a- 
* e righteouſtefſe ? behold, I ow the bread 


"ny hunger af 
{ of life, take, eat, bere ir my loch. Doch any thirſt after the 
| wayes of Loe, I am « living ring, cone, drink, here 


E. : my blood that was ſhed for m for the re- 
r not for all. Hath ſinne do- 


| minion over cher ? or dock it ref in i mortall heart? 


are the wounds of thy tranſgreſſions ſi that they 
cannot be ſearched ? or ſe mts I rrp 
rrific ? where is the Samaritan _ will eicher —— 
, or powre in oyle ? Bur art thou not yet dead in treſ- 
— — ulcers paſt cure ? are there any feeds 
of true life remaining ? is any motion of repentin 
in thy fonle ? will thy pulſe of remorſe bear 2 little 
haſt * but a touch of ſorrow ? a ſparke of contrici- 
on ? a graine ef faith ? know there is oyle of comfort for 
bim which monrnes ix Siem. Not a teare drops from thee 
wich finceritie, which is either uupircicd, or E. 
ved, — God puts it into h bee. On the other is 
there a Pharaoh in thee ? an heart unmollified ? 'a ſtone 
that will not bee bruſed? a flint unmalleable? I boch 
mourne for it, and lexve it: But is chis bear? of ſtane taken 
away, and is there given thee a bear? of fb 7 is it ſaſt 
and render with remorſe ? truly facr to ſorrow ? 
know there is he of Gilad fo the bree beart, balme 


| that will both refreſh and cure it. Thon then which 
groaneſt in the ſpirit, andartdrawne out (as it were) in- 


* 


_ 


Ts any heavily loaden with the weight of his oſſencet, or 


to conttition for thy finnet; hon which haſt wee thy | 


* 
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Pocrite, thy Altar is wi 


| an ontfide of devotion ;— 


bend: in innocence, goe cheerefully to the altar of thy God, 
unbinde thy ſacrifice, lay it on. Bathaſt theu done ic ſiu- 
cerely ? from thy heart ? larkes there no falſhood there? 
is all {wept cleane and gernifeed 7 doch the countenance of 
that fmi as cb as the other ſcemes to doe of 
the outward man ? if fo, thy fire is well kindlcd, rhe Al- 
tar burnes clearly, the ſaveur of 72 the 
clondr. But is this repentancediſguiſed ? hath ic a touch 
of diffimulation in it? ĩs not thy old rankor cleane diſ- 
gorged, but muſt thou againe to thy former vomit ? by- 
t fire, thy incenſe without 
ſmoak, it ſhallnever touch the noſtrils ofthe Almighty, 
— — in his cares ſound like braſſe, and tinkle 

ill· tuned C I; all chisformalicic of zeale is but a 
diſeaſe of the lip: give mes thy heart my ſume, I will have 
that, or none, — toe, waſht bork from de- 
ceit and That ſubtill fallacie of the eye pointing 
towards that baſe ifie of the kiſing 
the earth, that ſeeming itie of the hand 
thy breſt, gaines from me neicher aſc, nor b ; 
the example of a Phariſee c 7echid thee to ſuch 

x peifer fins tudes, 7 

cerrigit, aggrouas peecata, non tolli, ſaith 17e; re 
there — — perculſiorf of the = 1g ow re- 
morſe of the inward man, there is rather an aggravation 
of ſinne, than a releaſe ; theſe blanchings, and guildings, 
and varniſhings of externall zeale, are as odious in the eie 
of God, as thoſe of body in a true Chriſtian; this gloſſe, 
this paint of demureneſſe ſpeakes but our whoredome: 
inreligion,and the gy of that man is open both to 
cenſure and ſuſpition, that is expoſed either to the pra- 
Qiſe of ir, or the approbation. A villaine isa villaine 
howſoever his garbe or habit ſpeake him ocherwiſe, and 
an ite is no leſſe, rh ſleeked over with an 
externall ſanctity, and dreſt in the affectations of a preci- 
fer cut. Let us be truh thet what we ſieme to be, and not 
M 3 ſeeme 
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| 


| ritie, faith, repentance, ſobrietie, brotherly kindneſſes, 
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ſeeme what we are not; let there be doores and caſements 
in our breaſts, that men may ſee the loyaltie twixt our 
heart and tongue, and how our thoughts whiſper to our 
tongue, and how our tongue ſpeakes them to the world. 
Away with thoſe Meteors and falſe-fires ef Religion, 
which not onely by-path'us-in a blinded zeale,. but miſ- 
lead others in our ſteps of errour. Let us put off the old 
man in our pride, vaine-glorie, hypocriſie, envie, ka- 
tred, malice, and (that fowle diſeaſe of the times and us) 
uncharitableme ſſe; and let us put on the new man in ſince- 


love, and (what without ir diſparages the tongue both 
of men and Angels) eharitie; then at length all teares ſhall 
bee — away from our eyes, and wee ſhall receive that 
everlaſting benediction,. Come yee children, inherit the | 
kingdome prepared for you from the beginning of the world.— 
To which, the Lord bring us for Chriſt Jeſus fake, 
to whom be praiſe and power aſcribed now, 
and for evermore. Amen, 
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